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CHAPTER 1: LIFE IS GOOD 


SCENE 1.1. TEXT OVER BLACK 
The year 2046. 


The students know they'll never need to get a job later in 
life. 


For a part of them the challenge is to acquire knowledge so 
that they can engage in discussions on various topics. 


Another part is the 'Live once and party' type and then 
there are the inbetweenies. 


SCENE 1.2. INT. CLASSROOM - DAY 


MARK VANDERBELT, history teacher on autopilot due to 
circumstances, addresses the students. 


MARK 
Each and everyone of you has been 
in this underground city since 
birth, but do you know why they 
built it? You've all reached the 
age to know this but I think most 
of you already do. 


ALICE HIPSTA-KING raises her hand. 


MARK 
Yes Alice... 


ALICE 
Because of the third world war that 
resulted in global nuclear war. 


MARK 
Indeed, Alice. Twenty years ago, a 
world war ravaged the Earth’s 
surface with atom bombs. Some 
affluent individuals, even as 
children, foresaw this catastrophe 
due to the world’s turmoil. They 
united and constructed this 
subterranean city, importing all 
the luxuries of the surface. You 
are all fortunate that they also 
transformed it into a self- 


sustaining biosphere. 


ALICE 
What's a biosphere? 


MARK 
It’s a miniature world within our 
world, where life can endure 
through generations without 
reliance on the outside world. When 
artificial sunlight was developed, 
life below ground became uplifting. 


The students are unable to compare, but the artificial 
sunlight in their 20 km? subterranean city is 
indistinguishable from the real thing. 


(YouTube: The artificial skylight that you won't believe 
isn't real) 


TOM BENTON raises his hand. 


MARK 
Yes Tom... 


TOM 
Didn’t the entire world desire to 
live in our secure biosphere back 
then? 


MARK 
People were unaware. Similar to the 
development of the atom bomb, it 
was a classified secret project. 
The Manhattan project and the 
Strangelove project. Crafting 
something highly destructive and 
safeguarding oneself from it 
remained covert. 


TOM 
Did people live as well as we do? 
Did they enjoy the same things we 
have? 


MARK 
Many did, many didn’t. However, 
they lacked replicators like ours. 
Replicators were only known to them 
through science fiction series. The 
development was also a secret 
project, as replicators could 
potentially produce atom bombs in 
the hands of any civilian. 


Unfortunately, it was futile. The 
bombs used were not made with 
replicators. 


ALICE 
Were they unable to make the 
replicators like ours? 


MARK 
They didn't know how to build in 
the restrictions back then and how 
to render it useless when you try 
to open up the device. 


ALICE 
I see. 


TOM 
Did they also store data in DNA? My 
father told me that all the world’s 
data from before the war is stored 
in a volume no larger than a 
bucket, with backups scattered 
throughout the city. 


MARK 
Your father is correct, Tom. 
Moreover, they used much more 
primitive memory storage methods. 


TOM 
What about their energy sources? 
Were those also more primitive? 


MARK 
Absolutely, Tom. They relied on 
nuclear power plants, starting with 
atomic fission and later nuclear 
fusion. Solar panels and wind farms 
were abundant, yet they lacked the 
over-unity devices that we possess. 
They used batteries in their 
devices, requiring frequent 
recharging. 


CHAPTER 2: ROBOT HALF ROBOT 


SCENE 2.1. INT. BASEMENT - DAY 


JOHNNY KOBRIK is maximizing his A.I. ASSISTENT QUANZO in 
Submergia, the underground city home to the last human 
inhabitants on the planet. That's what most Submergians 
believe. 


JOHNNY 
Alright Quanzo, let's attempt 
communication with this 
unprecedented robot. 


QUANZO 
We’re on the cusp of discovering, 
Johnny. 

JOHNNY 


Oh my God, Quanzo, are you 
witnessing this? He's filming 
particles that are tinier than what 
science has always deemed possible. 


QUANZO 
A robot capable of creating an 
exact replica of itself, but at 
half its original size, while these 
replicas continue to execute the 
same function, could very well be 
considered one of your most 
ingenious concepts, Johnny. 


JOHNNY 
There is an entire universe within 
an atom, and within every atom of 
that universe exists another 
universe, and so the cycle 
continues. With your assistance, I 
hope to develop nanorobots capable 
of reaching the Earth's surface. 
These nanorobots would then 
replicate exponentially. And then 
they would neutralize all 
radioactivity. If a replicator can 
turn water into wine, we can turn 
radioactive matter into non 
radioactive matter. 


QUANZO 
It's definitely worth a try. A 


spaceship can't move between stars 
like a plane that uses the air from 
an atmosphere. But maybe there's an 
equivalent for an atmosphere 
between atoms for your robot to fly 
through. 


JOHNNY 
Indeed, let's assume that the 
Situation is different at the 
atomic scale. 


SCENE 2.2. EXT. SUBMERGIA FORREST - DAY 
Alice and Tom are taking a walk in the Submergia forrest. 


ALICE 
The history class is quite intense. 
Could you have predicted the global 
nuclear war or the construction of 
Submergia? 


TOM 
Probably not. I think I would have 
been one of the billions. 


ALICE 
It makes you question God. Why are 
we left with a few alive compared 
to those billions of people? 


TOM 
Maybe God made many planets Earth, 
each with a Submergia.It's possible 
that our souls have been 
reincarnated within a Submergia on 
one of these duplicated Earths. 


ALICE 
But what about those here that have 
known the world before Submergia 
then? 


TOM 

They could be God's robots that 
perfectly mimic the souls of those 
on the original planet Earth. One 
generation in Submergia while we 
are probably a trapped in a golden 
cage substory, meaning that we are 
destined for something else. To 


live in peace without borders we 
can't cross. 


SCENE 2.3. INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT 


QUANZO 
Wake up, Johnny. Your nanobot has 
the initial footage of the Earth's 
surface from a human's perspective. 


JOHNNY 
Looks like an ice age Quanzo. How 
long until project Regenesis is 
completed? 


QUANZO 
I've estimated that the planet will 
be habitable again in three months. 
The nanobots doing the reverse will 
take about two weeks and then there 
will be human sized robots 
duplicating themselves and 
performing other tasks with the 
help of replicators. Six weeks 
later there won't be any 
radioactivity anymore and in the 
third month the atmosphere will be 
restored to a healthy level with 
the mega replicators. And the 
robots will also restore nature 
with them and clean up the whole 
surface of the planet. 


JOHNNY 
Three months to restore a 
completely dead planet to a vibrant 
and alive one again. Not bad for 
the year 2046. 


CHAPTER 3: IMMORTAL LIKE A CYLON 


SCENE 3.1. INT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT 


Alice is at Tom's house watching Star Trek episodes with 
him. 


TOM 
I don't understand these Star Trek 
episodes. Why doesn't Bones use a 
chamber with transporters as his 
medical bay? Each year, everyone 
transports themselves to their 
bodies from a year ago, except for 
the brain, which retains memories 
unless a filter exists for it in 
their future. 


ALICE 
I recently viewed the Battlestar 
Galactica reboot, and in it, the 
human Cylons have the ability to 
upload their memories in real-time. 
Upon their demise, they are 
resurrected in their original 
bodies with their memories intact 
up until the moment of their death. 


TOM 
They didn't seem to mind having 
immortality like we do. Even though 
we can only restore our memories to 
the last time we scanned ourselves. 


ALICE 
Maybe one of the scientists here 
will find a way to upload the 
memory in real-time. 


TOM 
It could be argued that each day is 
identical here. Who would have 
guessed that having the freedom to 
do as you please constantly, along 
with possessing everything you 
desire all the time, could 
eventually lead to monotony? Don't 
you yearn for adventure or 
challenges to overcome 
occasionally? With those there's a 
memory worth uploading. 


ALICE 
If I was to be your shrink, I'd say 
that you are expecting something 
ominous to happen. You don't know 
what but you probably believe that 
the good song doesn't last long. 
And so you have a soft-core craving 
for it in the form of an adventure 
or a setback that doesn't cut too 
deep. 


TOM 
I think you've hit the nail on the 
head. There's something frightening 
about letting your guard all the 
way down. And I know it doesn't 
make any sense from the 
experiential point of view. Nothing 
bad has ever happened here. And I 
definitely don't want an Auschwitz. 
That documentary I saw was insane. 


ALICE 
Luckily, I can't think of any 
reason why someone would do 
something bad here? Even when a 
straight man is denied sex here, he 
has it with a female robot from the 
replicator that looks exactly the 
way he wants. Currently, everything 
suggests that bad people were 
mistreated or didn't have what they 
want growing up. 


TOM 
You're probably right. We'd have to 
be attacked by aliens for something 
bad to happen here. 


SCENE 4.1. 


CHAPTER 4: THE EXPANSION 


EXT. SUBMERGIA TOWN SQUARE - DAY 


JOHNNY 
Welcome, everyone. I'd like to 
express my gratitude to each of you 
for being present here. I promised 
you all news that you wouldn't 
believe and it is nothing short of 
that. I'll be concise and spare you 
the intricate technicalities. Three 
months ago I started a project 
called Regenesis from my basement 
with the help of my A.I. Assistent 
Quanzo. The goal was to make the 
surface of the Earth habitable 
again and I'm proud to tell you all 
that we've succeeded. So without 
further ado I give you the first 
footage taken by an aerial drone. 


EXT. EARTH’S SURFACE - DAY 


Video footage from the aerial drone ina 
instrumental' 


SCENE 4.3. 


EXT. SUBMERGIA TOWN SQUARE - DAY 


JOHNNY 
I know what you're all thinking - 
that this is a hoax, and I can't 
blame you. Since I foresaw this, 
I'd like to pass the stage to our 
mayor, Fred Burgess. 


FRED 
Thank you, Johnny. 
Dear Submergians, 
We all anticipated living in 
Submergia for many millennia until 
we could surface. It has always 
been believed that going above 
ground would be impossible before 
the radioactivity naturally 
subsided. It wasn't something we 
considered. When Johnny showed me 
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‘commercial with an 
format revealing a garden of Eden like planet. 
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the footage, I struggled to believe 
its authenticity. Johnny had 
predicted this and suggested 
sending a recon team. They returned 
confirming Johnny's Regenesis 
project, with all instruments 
indicating positive readings for 
life. After careful consideration, 
we established two rules: 

Rule number one: Living on the 
surface won't be obligatory, but it 
will be an option with the choice 
to return living here. 

And number two: You can freely 
visit either the surface or 
Submergia. 

All elevators have been reopened 
and are ready for immediate use. 
Feel free to explore it firsthand. 
Thank you for having listened to 
this life-altering news. 


SCENE 4.4. INT. LIVING ROOM - DAY 


Tom was visiting Alice, and they had just finished watching 
the eagerly awaited live coverage on TV of the life-altering 
news at the town square. 


ALICE 
Life-altering news alright. Are we 
really this lucky? Can our 
generation really have children now 
that we've got a whole world to 
repopulate? 


TOM 
I don't see any reason why not. 
There's no catch. If you've always 
desired children, you no longer 
have to give that up. 


ALICE 
Yes, but will we make the same 
mistakes as the people who lived 
there? 


TOM 
I don't think so. The situation is 
completely different now. We don't 
need to work for money while we can 
all get what we want for free. They 


had to work for money and some 
earned a lot, others merely scraped 
by or earned insufficiently. That 
was a recipe for disaster. Did you 
know there was a man on the surface 
by the name of David Guilliams who 
wrote a free ebook called 'The 
Permicrasy'. The Submergia founders 
didn't even have to buy it for 
their archive. It explains a system 
that keeps capitalism but at the 
same time sees to it that everybody 
makes enough money. If this system 
had been implemented, it likely 
could have averted the global 
nuclear war. 


ALICE 
How come we don't know this book? 
Sounds like a very important one. 


TOM 
I've only just discovered it while 
I was browsing randomly. If our 
A.I. was a bit more sophisticated 
it would have pointed out the 
importance of it. Or maybe it knew 
the importance but didn't bother 
because a 'what if' will always be 
a 'what if'. We are all very much 
aware that we can't change the 
past, as much as we would like to. 
That's why I'm only mentioning it 
now. I saw no reason getting deeper 
into it as it holds no relevance 
for us anymore. 


ALICE 
Well, you've made me curious. I'm 
gonna read it and ask our A.I. what 
the deal was. 
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CHAPTER 5: WOLVES IN SHEEP’S CLOTHING 


SCENE 5.1. INT. MAYOR’S OFFICE - DAY 


Mayor Burgess addresses all Submergians who had all been 
advised to turn on their tv, headset, tablet or phone for 
yet another important news announcement. 


FRED 
Dear Submergians, 
today is a sad day as I'm the 
bringer of very disturbing news. 
When Johnny Kobrik initiated his 
Regenesis project, he concurrently 
pursued a smaller endeavor. He 
successfully developed nanobots of 
minuscule proportions, allowing him 
to infiltrate our most highly 
secured chambers within the city. 
This is exactly what unfolded. 
These nanobots were dispatched into 
the meeting room of the Submergia 
founders. Subsequently, they 
embarked on creating larger bots, 
culminating in the creation of a 
minute, inconspicuous camera. The 
footage it captured continues to 
shock me. The founders were 
complimenting each other, probably 
for the umpteenth time, that they 
were responsible for the global 
nuclear war while we believe that 
they were the best available 
saviors the circumstances could 
call for. They clearly indicated 
how smart they were and how naive 
we were. The painful truth is that 
we were. Throughout our lives, we 
held them in high esteem, 
celebrating their ability to 
safeguard a small fraction of the 
population under exceedingly 
comfortable conditions. What Johnny 
did was illegal, and he accepts our 
small sanction because we are 
thankful that he exposed the truth. 
I had sent in some men to retrieve 
the camera and everything confirms 
what Johnny had shown me. The file 
was also on the camera, exactly the 
same in every way. I have taken the 
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founders into custody pending their 
imminent trial. Anticipating a 
swift and conclusive proceeding, 
the incriminating video, labeled 
Exhibit A, leaves no room for 
speculation. The prosecutor has 
been directed to pursue life 
sentences, a sentiment with which 
he concurs. The video can be seen 
on our website but be prepared, you 
won't like what you see. Feel free 
not to watch it if this sort of 
horror is too much for you. 

Thank you all for listening. May we 
be able to put this chapter behind 
us as soon as humanly possible. 


SCENE 5.2. EXT. SUBMERGIA FORREST - DAY 


Alice and Tom are walking, trying to process the mayor's 
news. 


ALICE 
That was very eerie news. The 
destroyers of the world are also 
responsible for us being alive. I 
can't wrap my head around it. 


TOM 
Me neither. That's not a story to 
pass on to your children. 


ALICE 
Yes, and how long is it gonna take 
before this is behind us. It's the 
only thing in my mind, every 
second. 


TOM 
The way i see it, we're gonna have 
to take solace in our belief that 
they were the last criminals from 
the human race. Maybe we have to 
try and focus on our possibilities 
on the surface. Visiting the Mount 
Everest and many other things. It's 
still there as it was. 


The End 
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